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(54) PRODUCTION OF COPOLYESTER 

(5 7) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a novel copolyester containing 3-hydroxybutyrate unit and 4- 
hydroxybutyrate unit, by making a culture under specified conditions, of microorganisms capable of 
accumulating polyester. 

CONSTITUTION: Alcaligenes sp. bacteria e.g., Alcaligenes eutrophus H-16. ATCC 17699 capable 
of producing poly-3-hydroxybutyrate is first put to culture aerobically in a conventional technique 
at 20W40° C and a pH of 6W10. Thence, the resultant grown bacteria is further put to culture 
under a limitation of nitrogen and/or phosphorus (pref. in a culture medium or culture solution 
virtually free from nitrogen and/or phosphorus), in the presence of 1,4-butanediol as the carbon 
source. 
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